backward
Albert is seven years old and an only child. He was brought to the Clinic because of pedagogical retardation. His father is dead and his mother is employed in a factory. She is in poor health and is soon to undergo an operation. They live on the fourth floor of a tenement, occupying but one room, which is fairly clean. Albert's health is good and there are no marked physical defects. The mental examination showed him to be of normal mentality although his mental processes are sluggish. He has a slight speech defect. He may require special instruction to bring him up to grade. It was recommended that he begin again in the first grade in the fall and if, in the teacher's judgment, he does not make satisfactory progress that he be transferred to a special class at the end of one month.
Jacob is seven years old. He was brought to the Clinic because of backwardness in school. His mother died of tuberculosis; otherwise the family history is good. The father is a laborer and is reported to possess only low-grade intelligence. The examiner must be ready to follow any "lead" given him, whether it be found in the mental examination or in some apparently insignificant bit of information brought to light in the preliminary examination. Every action of the child is significant from the time he enters the room until he leaves it.
It is here that the experience of the examiner is important.
He must have the tact to get the needed information about the child from a sometimes reluctant parent and the ability properly to interpret the child's behavior during the examination. Dr. Knox of Ellis Island has very aptly named this ability of the clinicist to "size up" a given case from his experience with other similar cases the "human test".
